
Winterization and General Care for ODB Units 
 

General care for all mechanical objects to prolong life is a good practice in the field. Our ODB units are 
no different and below you will find a few tips and areas of interest for this. 
 
Whether in use, short storage, or long storage; it’s always a good idea to pay attention to your grease 
Points- Impeller Bearings, Boom Bearings, Boom Joints (multi axis), Hinge points, and even Rear Door 
Latches. 
 
A clean blower housing helps prevent premature rusting and buildup of hard to move material, that 
could otherwise stress and reduce the life of your impeller. Take the time during storage to clean out 
your trap door or even remove the blower face for a thorough cleaning. 
 
After a long season, things can get a little loose. During the storage period, it is a good idea to check the 
bolt connections and electrical connects (especially grounds!) for proper tightness or contact. Though, in 
terms of electrical, it is a good practice to disconnect the battery and make sure it is fully charged for the 
next round. Common areas of interest are lift/turn latches, electrical spade and butt connections, fuses, 
and bolts or rivets attached to a hinge. 
 
 
Other key tips for specific engine applications: 
 
John Deere Diesels (all models) 
 

• Always recommend storing engines inside whenever possible. It decreases the probability of 
water intrusion, especially in the winter time (snow!). 

• If the engine is being stored inside for less than six months, no serious long-term prep is needed 
• John Deere units stored inside for more than six-months require long-term prep to help 

minimize deterioration and corrosion 
• For any use during cold months, take extra care for operation such as but not limited to: Winter 

grade fuel and/or additive, Air intake heater, and Coolant Heater 
Kubota Gas  

• Before pre storage, change the oil and utilize a fuel additive. 
• Run the unit for 5 minutes every 2 months to prevent rust and corrosion 
• Disconnect all battery power and sit in a cool, dry place away from flammable materials such as 

dry grass or straw. 
 
 
See OEM manuals for more in depth care and storage procedures. A few excerpts can also be found 
on the dealer network. 


